Syllamo 2011

They Tell Me It Is Limestone

Brenda and I have decided to attempt 6 Nue (National Ultra Endurance) races for 2011. It takes 4 races to qualify for the series, so doing 6 races gives us plenty of room for potential problems such as mechanicals, injury, work conflicts, etc.. 
Syllamo is a new race on the NUE calendar. They have held a 50 mile race for the last few years and were invited to join the NUE series for 2011. The winners for the 50 mile race in past years have finished in 5-6 hours, so doubling the distance would be too long. The RD decided to make the NUE race a 125k for 2011. Seems reasonable to me, otherwise it might turn into a night race for part of the field.
I had heard that the course would be rocky and technical…it was. We traveled with our Motor Mile friends Brad, Justin and Robin. As soon as we arrived in Arkansas we headed out for a short ride on the race course. Brenda flatted within a few minutes, but she was able to plug the tire without losing too much air. This flat made everyone nervous about the prospect of flats on race day.
They tell me the rocks on the course are Limestone. To me they look just like our rocks, but they are incredibly slick. The course was basically dry, but the rocks were so slick you had difficulty just trying to walk them. Most of the course was great fun, even the slick rocks were a pretty good time. I figure they have me for 8-12 hours so I just put my helmet on and follow the course marking. I would not recommend this as your first NUE race unless you really like technical courses, like The Snake Creek Time trail.
The Motor Mile group did great. Robin was the 2nd placed single speeder and Brenda was the 4th woman overall. We were able to finish with no flats or major mechanicals. Justin did manage to go off course for a few minutes. Aid 3, 4 and 5 were all the same aid station, so leaving the aid stations it was a little tricky knowing which way to go. The race will have some growing pains as it moves from a 50 mile course to a 50 mile/125k race.
Despite it being the first year to hold the 125k event for the NUE series, the race was very well organized, supported and overall a great event. I would highly recommend it for all those looking for a good test of their skills and a big adventure.

